Juvenile sanderlings 2013

Monitoring sanderling breeding success along the East Atlantic flyway
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Goal: The sanderling project ran by the Internati-
onal Wader Study Group aims to understand the
causes of changes in the population size of Sander-
lings along the East Atlantic flyway. These goals can
only be met when many international researchers
and ringing groups, and particularly volunteer bird
watchers, join forces. We use observations of co-
lour-ringed sanderlings at various locations in Africa
and Europe to study the annual survival of adult and
juvenile sanderlings. The number of annually born
sanderlings that recruit into the winter population is
another important component that determines whe-
ther the population grows or decreases.

Establishing the right period to estimate juvenile
proportions of wintering Sanderlings via telescope
scans in western Scotland. Wader Study Group Bulle-
tin, 119(2), 129—132.
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Determining the percentage of juvenile sanderlings
in the winter population is not easy. Juvenile san-
derlings migrate at a different time of the year than
adults, which causes seasonal changes in the propor-
tion of juveniles after the summer. Also, adult and ju-
venile sanderlings spread over a vast wintering range
spanning between Scotland and South Africa, across
which they might distribute themselves differently.
On top of that, juvenile sanderlings start moulting
into their first winter plumage, which makes san-
derling more difficult to age in the main period of
interest, the winter. Nevertheless, a trained team of
volunteer observers has for a second year succeeded
in ageing many sanderlings in 2013/2014. Here we
present the results of this great international effort.
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